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At first, the thought of going on a mission tripnever
came to mind. But it happened to come across in June,
and [

decided that I didn't want to go to my 6-week cadet camp
in Kingston this year. I said to myself, 'Maybe I'll go on
that short-term mission.'

However, my dad's cancer was getting worse and worse,
and my mom and I were debating back and forth about
whether I should go or not, and if no, then I would go to
that cadet camp. But if I decided to go to China, my
whole trip altogether would be one month, including my
personal travels. It would be a long time away from
home. Money wasn't a problem; the thing that held me
back was the fact that [ wouldn't be able to get that time
back to spend with my family. We were praying a lot at
the time to ask God to help us make the right decision.
Somehow, my dad convinced me that he would be fine,
and that I would not have to worry about him while I
was away, so I ended up going on the STM.

I wasn't sure what to expect when we first arrived in
China. It was my first time, and everything was so

different - the people, the culture, the air, the scenery.

T — Ve e e

Even though this trip was an amazing experience, it
came with challenges, one of them being that I can't
speak Mandarin. On the first day in PT, I was told to
lead the discussion for a group with higher-level English
skills. It got very awkward for me to try and get them to
understand what [ was saying. But I realized later on
that was easy for them to understand the question, but
they were nervous to answer in English, because they
were afraid that I would judge them. Communicating
with them at first was hard, but there were a couple

2017 Two English Camps

— Unforgettable Experience

Josie Chan

people who spoke English well, so they helped me
translate, and eventually it became easier. God was truly
with us at the camp every day, and I'm very grateful for
that. I think that [ experienced Him the most when we
had the sharing night. It was very heart-warming and
humbling just to hear about the miracles that God
performed in other people's lives and how it brought
them closer to Him.

In ZS, the camp was run differently. There were a lot
less kids, because we didn't have as many instructors this
year. We only led a few pronunciation lessons, and that
was about it. At first it was hard for me to bond with the
kids there since we didn't have very much time to spend
with them, and also because many were a lot younger
than me. On the last day, we went to ZH, and I played
many outdoor games with them, and I figured that I had
to simply be one of them and try to be friends, and I
realized that when I begin to open up, so do they.

Going on this STM taught me many things — how to
understand others, how to be patient with them, and how
to make friends and communicate with people from
another country who don't fluently speak your language.
I think that the reason many teenagers don't want to go
on STMs is because they are afraid to come out of their
comfort zone. People like me who have gone can tell
you that it is a good experience, but no matter how
many times you are told that, you won't really know
what that “good experience” is. You have to go and try
it out in order for you to understand what it means to go
on a STM. You make new friends that you will never
forget, and you learn so much. I think that I would like
to go back again next year and maybe some of you
reading this can come too.

All glory back to God, thank you!
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