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6 hours in avillage, and the team
usually added another few hours of
dental check- ups upon arriving back
in Hinche. The support team stood on
their side with all efforts to ensure the
operations could be carried out with
no obstacles.

We have seen in the past decades,
billions of dollars have been poured
into Haiti there has been no
significantimprovement in the quality
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of living in the country due to govern-
ment corruption, NGO dislocation and
lack of infrastructure. We believe that
itis not through external monetary
help and humanitarian aids that the
country will be changed. But instead,
we know that only the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ can change the sin-
ful heart of men and women. We
believe the Gospel preached in Haiti
will bring believers to encounter a
new life in God. The new life in the

believers in Haiti will definitely bring a
change in the direction of the country.
We pray that our Lord Jesus Christ
will raise up His church in Haiti, that a
might army of Christian will rise and
bring peace and joy to the society, by
witnessing to the society how God
has changed and restored their lives.
We pray that God will send His
workers to reap the harvest that is
ripe and ready.
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2018 Haiti Mission

m.- W Wit Food team:
e WWWR/I- PW seea. Thefood team prepared all the

I - 2 lunches for the local people in the
villages the mission team visited.
They prepared sandwiches, chicken
legs, boiled eggs and other kinds of
food to serve the local villages during
our mission visit.

Hair cuts for children:

One of the team member had a hair
Medical Work: clipper and gave hair cuts to children,
The dental care team Mostly boys. The haircuts were a
was composed with 4 good way to meet with the children, to
dentists and other pray for them and to provide them with
volunteers. The team @ New look, a confident boost. Most
gave free dental of the children had never seen an
services such as the electric clipper and was fascinated by

filling of cavities how fast a hair cut could be done. Support team:
extraction, teeth cleaning, and ’ There were many satisfied customers  The support team managed all site
’ ’ who showed their appreciation setup, such as operating electric

polishing to children and other
community members of Hinche,
Caswa, Andra and Calbassier village.

through bright smiles and high fives! ~ generators, compressors, sterilizat-
ion of equipment and so on.

Volunteers :

Lots of members in the team helped
outin dental and medical equipment
setup, sorting out of clothes, shoes
and other prepared gifts for the local
distributions. Volunteers also help
outinloading and unloading equip-
ments from trucks, and all other
manual works.

\y

Pastoral Work: Children work:

Pastoral Team was composed with There was children gospel gathering Forﬁaglr dental/gospel ?ven; held at
four pastors from Canada. Every for each village the mission team ;ahac Vlh agéa, v(\;el encloun ere mtore
morning the pastors led morning daily visited. While the dental team was T bors Tho dertal/mission to
devotion in 2 different groups, the serving the local people, the children "o e.:s.dl © enSa. .TISESIOHtﬁam
English and Taiwanese/Mandarin ministry team gathered all local was unldg mton: ?'” -tventhere
group. Each pastor took turn to children for gospel message and was no cirect oraer krom anyone b
preach in every village we visited games. concerning any work, every member

on the team was willing to participate
and help outin every aspect. The
Personal evangelism: dentists and dental helpers were
1 Individual members particularly exhausted due to huge
;' ! of the mission team amounts of dental works performed
Y were encouraged to without the support of sophisticated
- do personal gospel equipment. They did not even have
work, with both good chairs to sit on to perform dental
hildren and adults. work. Most dental sessions lasted 4-
EER

during the week days.

On May 6th Sunday, the mission team
was divided into three teams, each
led by anindividual pastor to lead
worship at Caswa, Andra and
Calbassier. Local pastor and helpers
did all the translation into local
language, Creole.
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Reflect, Refresh, Renew

Our world today is constantly filled with different things
that compete forour attention. Our smart phones keep
popping up notifications of email, textmessages, and
things that may interest you to read or watch. Young
people tends to fill their schedule with activities, work,
entertainment, and social life. Those with family often
find themselves racing with time every day, torn between
the responsibilities of work, family and even church. We
are addicted to multi-tasking and productiveness, plus the
“Fear Of Missing Out” drives us to become constantly
over-booked and over-entertained.

We hardly find ourselves in silence and solitude. For
some people, the reason is simply no time forit. Their
schedule is filled to the brim, and so they often find them-
selves over-whelmed by the busyness, and time for
solitude and silence is not only a luxury, butan
impossibility. Even their “free” time is filled with activity,
entertainment, or social life. So, itis not truly “free” time.

For some others, there is no silence and solitude in their
life because it just seems a waste of time for them. Time
spentin silence and solitude is perceived as
“‘unproductive” in these people's eyes, and so they per-
ceive that such “inactivity” is a waste of time. And such
people rather spend the time “doing” other things that
yields productiveness.

Yet some others, simply have no patience for silence and
solitude. Inourage of instant gratification, we are used to
instant access to everything, and we demand our needs
be satisfied instantly. Nobody wants to wait for anything.
It's not that we are always in arush, but we are not used to
having to “wait” anymore. Silence and solitude is an act
of waiting, as we are to wait upon the Lord during such
time and to tune our spiritual eyes and ears to Him.

Then, there are some who are anxious, nervous and feel
very uncomfortable towards the idea of going into silence
and solitude, as such moments may bring up painful life
memories in their past experiences. When people are not
ready to face the dark side of their self, the reality of who
they are becoming, or the painful experiences which they
had tried hard to bury deep into the past, or shovel under
the rug, they worry that silence and solitude will throw
them into the dark abyss where they will be lost and can-
not find their true self.

Such reasonings may be true, but that's only if we go into
silence and solitude without the protection and guidance
of the Holy Spiritand God's words. If we go into silence
and solitude to seek God: seeking to know Him, seeking to

Iva Lai

be known by Him, and seeking to be with Him — we will
find ourselves not alone at all, and the heightened aware-
ness of God's presence yields simple joy and peace, and
that our spiritual hunger and thirst satisfied by God
himself. When the Holy Spiritilluminates our soul during
such times, we may fall to our knees in repentance before
our God, but we shall also find forgiveness, encourage-
ment and strength for our weary soul.

Thatis why, every follower of Christ needs to practice
Silence and Solitude, in order to nurture our relationship
with God, and our personal spiritual growth.

In June of last year, | was invited to lead a full day retreat
for the English-speaking young adults of Cornerstone
Chinese Alliance Church. The theme was: “Reflect,
Refresh, Renew”. We went away from town, to a serene
retreat center, and we gathered there for a time to reflect,
refresh, and renew our souls with God.

| designed the retreat with times of worship, teaching,
reflection activities, personal silent time with God, and
group sharing and prayer. Through the whole day,
people's heart and mind is directed to focus on God, to be
engaged with God through prayerful listening, reflecting
and contemplating. Sharing and praying with other
trusted brothers and sisters strengthens our soul further
through the support of their love in Christ. Thanks be to
God, it was a fruitful retreat as God had once again
graciously fulfilled His promise: “So | say to you: Ask and
it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9)

Here is a sharing from one of the participants and leaders
of the young adults group:

The silent retreat led by Pastor lva was much needed,
both for myself and all the participants. We all tend to
hustle and bustle too much in our everyday life, in making
ends meet, in juggling priorities, even in serving the Lord.
But the silent time enabled us to stop all thatis going on in
the world and reconnect with our Creator. Not only did we
have time to chat with God during the retreat, we have
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Office : 110 Riviera Drive, Unit 6A,
Markham, ON. Canada L3R 5M1

: 905-489-1979  Fax 905-489-1984

: grace2chinese@gmail.com

: gracetochinese.org
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